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DIDYMUS OF ALEXANDRIA.

Didyme raveugle. Par GUSTAVE BARDY {Etudes de th/ologie historique).
(G. Beauchesne & Cie, Paris, 1910.)

THIS volume, which proceeds from a scholar of the French Church,
deals with one of the less-known Christian writers of the fourth century.
The list of authorities given by Dr Bardy shews, however, as he himself
says, that Didymus has had a certain vogue in recent years. While
acknowledging his debt to previous writers, and especially to the
monograph of J. Leipoldt, Dr Bardy seeks to- supplement their work
and to modify to some extent their conclusions.

The interest of Didymus, whose lifetime covers the period A.D. 313-398,
is different in character from that of the great leaders of Christian
thought in the fourth century. The mind of Didymus was neither
original nor speculative, but this very fact, combined with his wide
acquaintance with the Christian and pagan literature of his time, makes
him all the more valuable as a witness to the character and extent of
the influence exercised in general orthodox circles by the more creative
minds of the period.

After a brief sketch of the life of Didymus, Dr Bardy reviews the
existing works and fragments of his author, and discusses the claims
which have been made for Didymus's authorship of some other
pseudonymous treatises, notably the c. Arium et Sabellium (commonly
attributed to Gregory of Nyssa), Ps.-Athanasius, de Incarnatione c.
Apollinarium, and the-fourth and fifth books of the adversus Eunomium
of BasiL In the case of the two former the claim is disallowed, but
the possibility of ̂ Didymus's authorship of the last named is admitted,
though the evidence adduced does not seem to be conclusive.

Didymus's teaching on the Trinity is discussed very fully. There
is a good summary of the use of the terms owrta and woo-nuns in
Alexandrine writers, and of the history of the formula pJa ova-ia, rpcls
virooTdurets, which occurs repeatedly in Didymus. This formula first
appears in the c, Arium et Sabellium, which Holl attributes to Didymus,
assigning it to a period earlier than A.D. 358. The attribution to
Didymus, as we have seen, Dr Bardy rejects, but he accepts the date
A.D. 358 as the period after which the formula became current, and he
appeals to the testimony of Victorinus to shew its use among the Greeks
about that time. Against the probability that the formula originated
at Alexandria he urges that Athanasius, the accredited exponent of
Alexandrine theology until after A.D. 370, continued to use ova-Ca and
vn-ocrroo-K as synonyms,' his concession in the Tomus ad Antiochenos
marking no change of attitude, but merely a desire for conciliation
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(p. 72). Dr Bardy is inclined rather to seek the origin of the c. Arium
et Sabellium in Asia, which from A.D. 360 onwards was one of the
principal battleBelds of the controversy with Arianism. Whatever
truth there may be in this, it is certain that the most celebrated of
Didymus's works, the de TrinitaU (written c. A.D. 381), shews clear
traces of the influence of the Cappadocian Fathers. Indications of
this influence are ' the Wri/ita of the three divine persons, the Stcnrortia
of the Word, and His independence with regard to the Father; His
character of fiovoycvrp; ciaropevo-i'; of the Holy Spirit regarded as the
characteristic of the Third Person' (p. 105). Another feature of
Didymus's teaching is his insistence on the divine unity, a fact which
renders irrelevant in his case, so Dr Bardy contends, the discussion of
the question of ' new Nicene' tendencies; for Didymus and the
orthodoxy which he represents are strangers to such novelties (Preface,
p. v). One outcome of this emphasis on the divine unity is Didymus's
insistence on the form of the doxology ' Glory be to the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit'.

Though Didymus was not a subtle thinker, he possessed the power
of exposition, and it is as a creator of rich and varied formulae that he
holds his place in the history of the doctrine of the Trinity (p. 109).
This explains the fact that his writings were widely read in both East
and West, and that Cyril of Alexandria and Augustine were influenced
by them.

His Christological teaching kept closely to the Alexandrine tradition,
avoiding alike the term ' two natures' and the Apollinarian view, while
emphasizing the personal unity of the Word. But Dr Bardy contends
that it is an exaggeration to regard him as the precursor of Cyril of
Alexandria, and his influence on subsequent developements appears to
have been inconsiderable.

Dr Bardy, commenting on the frequent use of the term o-ornqp applied
to Jesus Christ by Didymus, notes that the idea of (romjpui is especially
' an Egyptian idea'. From pagan times the ®col crcorijpts were invoked
in Egypt (p. 129), and it was in Egypt that the word <rarnjp first attained
popularity among Christian writers. This being so, it is the more
surprising that we find in Didymus so little trace of the distinctive
teaching of Athanasius on redemption. But Didymus's treatment of
the Fall and Original Sin shews a marked developement, and Dr Bardy
finds in this fact a problem which awaits solution. He fails, however,
to notice that the later (as opposed to the earlier) teaching of Origen,
and the teaching of Gregory of Nyssa, in which there is a considerable
advance towards the Western view, help to supply some of the links in
this developement

In chapter V, 'On the Church and the Christian Life', we find
VOL. XIII. K
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discussed, among other topics, Didymus's language on the Sacraments.
His teaching on the Eucharist exhibits the same perplexing and am-
biguous terminology, alternating between symbolism and realism, as
appears in other Egyptian sources (Athanasius, Macarius, Serapion).
Of popular religion we have an interesting glimpse in the references to
the cult of angels, the prayers addressed to them, the chapels erected
in their honour, and the pilgrimages made to them (pp. 154, 171).
Traces of Origen's influence survive in Didymus's belief in the pre-
existence of souls and their universal restoration, and these elements in
his teaching caused his name to be brought into notice in connexion
with the Origenistic controversies of the sixth century.

Textual critics will find some useful material in the chapter on
4 Didymus and the Bible', where Dr Bardy discusses, with copious
illustrations, the character of the biblical text used by his author. The
two last chapters deal respectively with Didymus's knowledge of pagan
and Christian writers, and with the subsequent history of his writings.

The book is a careful and painstaking piece of work, of the kind
which is invaluable to the patristic student. It is by such careful and
detailed study of individual Church writers that a sure foundation is
laid for the study of the developement of Christian doctrine as a whole.

J, H. SRAWLEY.

GREEK PAPYRI IN THE JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY.

Catalogue of the Greek Papyri in the John Rylands Library, Manchester.
Vol. i. Literary Texts (Nos. 1-61): edited by ARTHUR S. HUNT,

D.Litt, &c, &c. 4to, pp. xii+ 202. Ten plates.

THIS second instalment of the description of the treasures of the
John Rylands Library seems to me to be an admirable piece of work.
The best possible exponent of the subject has been secured in the
person of Dr Hunt, who, as he tells us in his Preface, was himself
responsible for collecting the greater part of the papyri. In this volume
he has, naturally, adopted the excellent methods with which the long
series of volumes of the Oxyrhynchus Papyri has made us familiar.
Readers of this JOURNAL will wish to know what remains of Jewish or
Christian antiquity are to be found in the John Rylands collection.
Unfortunately, there is no new theological text of first-rate importance.
The remains of the Greek Old Testament are confined to portions of
Deuteronomy (cent, iv), Job (cent, vi-vii), and the Psalm xc (xci qui
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